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BLOEM
The Bloem families around the world.

The Netherlands and Brazilian connections

WHO AM I
My name is BLOEM, Hans BLOEM.

Johannes Jozef BLOEM

I am the oldest one of five brothers; 

Paul, Mark, Jos, Bas, Hans

AIM of this presentation
• I will try to bring you back to early times that are 

related to our families, starting from roughly 16th

century and mainly in Europe.
• Three family lines will be shortly presented: Groningen, 

Nijmegen and Brazil
• The Groningen Bloem family tree can be traced back 

until 1585. 
• The Brazil family starts in Krefeld around 1750
• The Nijmegen Bloem family early 17th century
• These families are connected through the small village 

of Weeze, situated between Nijmegen and Krefeld.

The very first contacts

Bloem in Brazil 29.) BLOEM, JULIE .....jbloem@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

The first contacts I made with the colorful Brazilian Bloem-family were in the early time 
of e-mail exchanges in 1996. A student, Julie Bloem replied to my request for 
information on the name Bloem. She wrote that her aunt Joyce Bloem did some 
genealogy research.

Conversation continued with aunt Joyce on Thu, 14 Aug 1997 17:21:28 -0300
From: Joyce Bloem Carpentieri <jbc@akash.net>
X-Mailer: Mozilla 4.01 [en] (Win95; I) Mime-Version: 1.0
To: Johannes Bloem <hans.bloem@jrc.it>
Cc: Lucy Bloem <arylu@mandic.com.br>
Subject: Johannes Bloem

Visit at JRC in 1999
I am searching for the ancestors of Johannes Paulus BLOEM (BLOHM ?) from either 
Krefeld or Elberfeld in Germany. John Bloem (Lt. Col. João Bloem in Brazil) arrived 
at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on March 23, 1823 at age 24, settling here until his death 
at Porto Alegre, R.S. in 1851.
I am looking for any information that may lead to the birth certificate and therefore more 
information for Johannes Bloem from Krefeld or Elberfeld Germany. As far as I can tell he was 
born between 1795 and 1800. His father's name is Matheus Bloem. I have no other information 
about his life in Germany. He came to Brazil in March 1823, married and died here. 

Any help will be appreciated. Danke, Joyce Bloem

Joyce Bloem <jbc@bloem.org>
Cotia, São Paulo, Brazil –

Sonntag, 23.Mai 1999 um 21:53:08

Paola and her parents at the JRC, 9 May 1999
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BLOEM ETYMOLOGIE

Meaning (English is a translation from the origin of the word)

• Flower, blossom, blooming part of a plant
• Meal, flour, the finest, best or most important part 

of the …. flower

AGAPANTHUS
derived from Greek

ἀγάπη (agapē – "love"), ἄνθος (anthos – "flower").
AGAPANTHUS; Flower of Love. African lilium or Lily of the Nile. 

As the name says, the Agapanthus stands symbol for love for 
many, many years. It also has a rich history of medicinal use. 
South African tribes used the flower for prenatal care and to 
aid heart diseases and fevers.
The Agapanthus are some of the most beautiful and reliable 
summer plants you can grow.

Dutch sailors brought the plant from “Cape of Good Hope” to
the Hortus Botanicus (1590) in Leiden in the 17th century.

BLOEM, FLEUR, BLUME, FIORE GEOGRAPHY

Amsterdam
Groningen

Arnhem
Doetinchem

Nijmegen
Weeze
Krefeld

Rivers Rijn
Maas
Waal

Polders

TRAVELLING in 17th -19th century
Krefeld – Nijmegen 
by foot (horse and 
carriage) 
Year: 1650. 
Distance: 82.5km 
Travel time: 2days 3h. 
Toll stations: 6

Old routes placed on a modern 
map. Trade was happening in 
towns along the rivers, Maas, 
Rijn and IJssel. Venlo, Arnhem 
and Nijmegen were the more 
important merchant towns. 

CONNECTING VILLAGES

• The region is known as NiederRhein and has lot of 
rivers, brooks and swamp areas. Along these water 
ways, roads and paths the small villages are linked, 
sometimes by dikes. Old Krefeld has a lot of dikes. 
Tannenthal, were Matthias Bloem run his 
entertainment resort, was on the crossing of two 
dikes.

• The small river Niers, connected Cuyk, Kleve, 
Weeze and on both ends, Nijmegen with Krefeld.

• A number of BLOEM can be found in Weeze as well 
as in Krefeld but for the most in Nijmegen.
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TRAVELLING around 1800 WEEZE – CYRIAKUS CHURCH 1743

RIVERS & TRADE RELIGION and MIGRATION

Protestants and Catholics separated by the 
rivers. French and Prussian battle between 
the rivers

MIGRATION to KREFELD
Religion unrest
Prosecution by Duchy of Julich. Non-Catholics moved to 
the North escaping from violent religious disputes.

Economic boom 
The silk industry in 18th century in Krefeld and 
neighbourhood. Von der Leyen (Mennonite)
1763; 50% of Krefeld population (6100) worked in silk 
industry
Cologne industry decline

Napoleonic influence end 
of 18th century

ECONOMICAL MIGRATION

Rhine and 
Maas area
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KREFELD and SILK INDUSTRY
Economic centre of Prussian in 18th century
1660 1700

Decline of Cologne silk industry. Migration to Krefeld and 
regional economic development. Towards end of 1790 
population of 25% working in the silk industry, Von der Leyen. 

Von der Leyen – SILK BARON

Mennonite Adolf von der Leyen (c. 1624–1698) seek 
refuge in the city of Krefeld, at the time ruled by the 
more tolerant House of Orange-Nassau. 
By 1763, half of Krefeld's population of 6082 worked 
for the von der Leyen factories.

Friedrich Heinrich, Baron von der Leyen 
(1769–1825), the silk baron

MATHIAS BLOEM in KREFELD 1789 – 1816 CRISIS

1794 – 1814 France occupies and 
annexes the left Lower Rhine Region. 

1789, 1800, 1810 Krefeld silk industry 
crisis years
1815 Volcano eruption Tambora on the
island Sulawesi in Dutch Indië. The 
year without sunshine but a lot of rain
and harvest was very poor.
1816 “Year without Summer”. Lower
Rhine area flooded in Spring.

João Bloem born 19-apr-1799

Johannes, Jean, John, João BLOEM

Birth certificate

João Bloem born

30 Germinal, 
1st Floreal of the 
7th year of the 
French Republic

is

19-apr-1799

João Paulus BLOEM
Jean (Johannes, Johann, John) BLOEM in 
Crefeld 19/04/1799

Johann BLOEM born in Krefeld
Father: Matthias Bloem 
Mother: Catherina Von Elten

A lot, but not everything, is known about 
him after his arrival in Brazil

“João Bloem: Toda Uma Vida Dedicada à 
Pátria Adotiva” Edição especial dedicada a 
Alemanha.
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EUROPE to BRAZIL

The big question is why, when and 
how did he leave Krefeld and 
moved to South America.

Many people became adventurer 
and were opportunistic.
Who was Joao, Johann, Joannes
BLOEM?
He was well educated seen his 
career and more an engineer.

What did drive him to go to Brazil?

Brazil in the 19th century
Brazil was claimed for Portugal in 1500 by Pedro Alvares Cabral. 

It was ruled from Lisbon as a colony until 1808 when the royal family 
having fled from Napoleon's army established the seat of 
Portuguese Government in Rio de Janeiro. Brazil became a 
kingdom under Dom Joao VI who returned to Portugal in 1821. 

His son declared Brazil's independence on September 7, 1822
(now 200 years ago) and became emperor with the title of Dom 
Pedro I. 

His son Dom Pedro II ruled from 1831 to 1889 when a federal 
republic was established in a coup by Deodoro da Fonseca marshal 
of the army. 
Slavery had been abolished a year earlier by the Regent Princess 
Isabel while Dom Pedro II was in Europe. 

BLOEM, THEREMIN, COCHRANE

Luciano Bonatti writes to me, January 2022:

Letter from José Bonifácio (Minister of Foreign 
Affairs), 10 January 1822.

It mentions three persons that have our interest, 
Cochrane, Theremin and Bloem.

• João was 23 years old and apparently brings 
engineering expertise. 

• It would be nice to find evidence of his education !

THOMAS COCHRANE

• Valparaiso December 1818 Chile until 1820
• Brazilian Revolution 1821 – 1822
• Commander of the Brazilian Navy 21 March 1823

• João Bloem became private officer, secretary, a few days before
• July 2,1824: During the Revolution of 1824, Bloem distinguishes himself 

among the reigning forces and is gravely wounded in combat in 
Pernambuco 

• November 1825 Cochrane returned to UK

Official letter to COCHRANE Carl Wilhelm von THEREMIN 1784-1852

Prussian King Frederick Wilhelm III (1770-1840) in 
January 1820 appoints a consul (unpaid).
Theremin was for all a trader and knew people in 
Antwerp, Amsterdam, London and Portugal 
(Brazil!!!). Gold and diamond trading with Rothschild 
in London and later Rio de Janeiro. 
Theremin was befriended with emperor Joao VI 
1824. First official Prussian consul in Rio de Janeiro 
and director of the trading company W. Theremin
1818 - Opportunities to work for young 

unmarried men to travel free to Brazil.

17-March-1823 Joao Bloem registers



5/25/2025

6

Official letter exchanges
José Bonifacio de Andrada e Silva and Karl Wilhelm Theremin had a lot official 
letter exchanges concerning the foreign business affairs as well as having people 
entering the country from Prussia.

João BLOEM - SKILLS

Como Major do Corpo de Engenheiros, foi diretor da 
Fábrica de Ferro de Ipanema entre 1835 e 1842, 
recebendo apoio e recursos do Regente Feijó e do 
governador Tobias de Aguiar. Esteve de volta à 
Europa em 1837, por um ano, para comprar 
equipamentos, livros e contratar pessoas. Quando 
voltou, em dezembro de 1838, trouxe mais de 200 
pessoas, principalmente alemães, sendo que 50 
foram trabalhar em Ipanema e os demais ficaram 
trabalhando na construção da Estrada da 
Maioridade. As famílias Bresser e Holtz descendem 
de pessoas trazidas por ele ao Brasil. 

JOURNAL ARTICLE 
1966 (3 april) about João Bloem

Should be: 1799 
and Prussia

BRAZIL 200 years ago
Independence 7 Sep 1822
Reading about Cochrane 
and Maria Graham

Area between MAAS and RIJN

Research results of Hendrikus BLOEM from Weeze
shows several Bloem families and their connections 
to surrounding villages, like Nijmegen, Arnhem, 
Boxmeer, Kleve, Weeze and Krefeld.
Birth, baptising, marriage and death registers give 
evidence of Bloem population.
Weeze is more or less in the centre of the area that 
economically developed rapidly. It was known for 
shoemakers. 
Since early 18th century Krefeld was the centre of the 
silk industry

SEARCH STRATEGY for the link

Religion
• Roman Catholic, Evangelistic, Mennonites

Name convention
• Johannes, Mathias, Hendricus and all derivatives

Bloem family concentration
• Migration through 16th-18th century
• Nijmegen, Arnhem and surroundings
• Beek, Cuyk, Boxmeer, Kleve, Weeze, Krefeld
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BLOEM is also BLOM

Name and Family name are ‘corrected’ in 1768 

SEARCH PROBLEMS

Around 1800; phonetic names converted into written names, like: 
Hendrikus, Henricus, Hendrik, Henry, Hent, Hendericus, Hindrik
Bloem, Blom, Blum, Bloemen, Blume

Administration by limited number of people, Church registers
Napoleon administration in French language

SEARCH PROBLEMS (2)

• Missing registers, often before 1800, due to diverse 
sources (different churches) or due to disasters, like 
flooding or fire; like in Weeze church in 1769 .

• Gaps in registration for whatever reason that can 
be (church minister was ill, etc.)

• Nowadays access to registers is difficult in Germany 
but more internet based in the Netherlands. In 
Germany one has to visit the archives and make 
appointment for searching specific registers.

• In Kleve the inter-regio database of 17-18th century

REGIONAL BLOEM SPREAD

• Nijmegen, Beek, Kleve, Boxmeer, Weeze, Krefeld

NIJMEGEN (Batavian Capital)

Population around 12000 people, 1600-1800

MIGRATION RIPPLE

First documented mentioning of BLOEM
• 1545 – Nijmegen, Hendrick Bloem
• 1656 – Kleve, Anna Maria Bloem, marriage
• 1664 – Weeze, Grieth Bloem, marriage
• 1665 – Weeze, Steven Bloem, marriage, see next slide as well

• 1690 – Beek, Hendrik Bloem was born
• 1746 – Krefeld, Wilhelm Bloem
• 1765 – Krefeld, Matthias Bloem was born
• 1772 – Kevelaer, Joannes born, father is Mathias Bloem
• 1789 – Krefeld, Matthias Bloem X Catharina von Elten
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LUCIANO BONATTI input

His e-mail to me mentions the father of Matthias and his 
grandfather:
Matthias Bloem was baptized in Nijmegen (Netherlands) and was the son of John 
Bloemn (whose father was a baker: Henry Bloem). The paternal grandmother was 
Sophia Bloemen Bloem.
João Bloem's grandfather, Henry Bloem was born in Beek (Netherlands).

I have no documentation on that issue, apart that these mentioned persons exists.
but I found a baptising mentioning in Krefeld of Mattheis Bloem; father Jan Bloem 
and Sofia Bloem, in the Evangelic church.

HENDERIJK BLOEM

Matthias Bloem
?-1765 Krefeld † -1830 Krefeld
* 24-nov-1789 
Catharina van Elten
1768 Krefeld † 1836

9 kinderen
11-oct-1790 Johanna Maria †10-aug-1791 Krefeld

15-jul-1792 Johanna Maria
20-jan-1795 Henrieta

6-apr-1797 Frederik Hendrik † 18-mar-1836 
19-apr-1799 Johann (Jean) † 21-apr-1851 Porto Alegre

15-may-1804 Freidericke
1805 August

9-jul-1806 Julius
1809 Florentine 

1805 August Bloem
* 24-mar-1825 Elberfeld in Krfeld!
Freidericke Sophia Jacobs

1826 Johanna Carolina Catherina 
1827 Freidericke August

1829 Wilhelmine Mathilde

Joao (Johann) Bloem
19-apr-1799 Krefeld † 21-apr-1851 Porto Alegre
* 26-1824 Recife (Pernambuco)
1798 Maria Carolina de Albuquerque Porto C † 

3 kinderen Recife (Pernambuco)
1827 Antero Augusto Bloem † 1883
1828 Jose Maria de Albuquerque † 1900
1830 Joaquim

Johannes Bloem 
2-? Nijmegen
* 1760 Krefeld
Sophia !! Bloem !! 19? 
b-1765 Matthias Bloem

1690 Henry Bloem, Beek (Nijmegen)
2-? Baker in Beek)
* 1726 C moved to Krefeld?
? Maria Loers
b 1719 Henry ?
b 1729 Johannes ?BLOEM was known <1700 in 

Nijmegen and Weeze
Stephanus Bloem
1650? 
* ?-1665 Weeze
Aleidis van Wijkeren
1650- † ? 
b-1666 Theodorus
B-1668 Joannis
B- 1670 Margarita
B- 1675 Joanna
B- 1677 Matthias Weeze † jong
b-1678 Joanna 
b-1681 Matthias Weeze

Petrus Bloem
16xx Nijmegen 
* ?-1680 Nijm Check all
16xx Maria Tieskens † -170
5-aug-1683 Mathias Bloem, Nijm

CONNECTION
Already in 2008 a link was discovered between the 
Bloem family from Groningen and Bloem families in 
the South of the Netherlands.
Groningen - Bloem family tree starts around 1585

Connection through: Henrica Johanna Bloem 14-sep-1798

Her father was: Hendrikus Joannis Bloem 1768, Weeze (now DE)

Henrica Bloem was send away when she gave birth to a 
son and the father was unknown. A family shame in 
catholic Boxmeer. She ended up in the North of NL.

BLOEM link to my FAMILY
Hendrikus moved from Weeze to Boxmeer

Link to Bloem, my family, via Heerenveen
14-sep-1798 Henrica Johanna Bloem †20-mar-1894
child: 22-jun-1823 Antoon Bloem (father unknown)
* 23-may-1830 Schoterland (Heerenveen)
4-jun-1804 Antonius Keverkamp † 29-oct-1880

Joannes Bloem 12-oct-1803, Boxmeer
Matthias Bloem 16-oct-1808
Willem/Guillaume Bloem 29-feb-1812
Anna Petronella Bloem 29-jul-1797
Henrica Johanna Bloem 14-sep-1798
Anna Maria Josephina Bloem 23-mei-1801
Mechtildis Bloem 27-feb-1806

Hendrikus Joannis Bloem
B 1768 Weeze † >1843 (R’dam)
* 1796 Boxmeer

Hendrika Remmen
B 1770  † 14 mei 1843 (Boxmeer)

Joannis Henricus Bloem
B 1745 ? Weeze † Weeze
* 1760 Weeze
Hendrina van Daelen
B 1745 ?  † 

7 children, all sons
1761 Petrus * 1798 Wz Christina Oort
1763 Gerardus
1765 Jacobus † 1834 Weeze (wooden shoemaker)
1768 Henricus Joannis †>1843 R’dam (tailor)
1771 Joannis Wilhelmus
1775 Matthias † 1848 Weeze
1778 Joannis † 1799 Weeze

2004 BLOEM reunion

Three Bloem 
families,
Paola, Hans, 
Malu and 
Joyce

BROTHERS and SISTERS BLOEM
Bloem flowers
• Joyce, Hans and Paola

Hans – I am NOT a tree, NOT a bird, NOT a stone, 
I am a BLOEM and so happy to find more Bloem 
on this planet.


